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Global Environmental Risk and Environmental Security

Yasuko KAWASHIMA,
National Institute for Environmental Studies

Abstract
As global environmental problems became increasingly prominent within international politics,
debates that attempt to link environmental issues and security have been rapidly developing among
researchers of intemational studies since the late 1980s. Although such trend may have stimulated
international politics and foreign policies to be aware of global environmental risks, it has had
little effect for suggesting new ideas for environmental rescarches, nor for finding alternative
means to solve environmental issues. This report reviews studies on environment and security, and
categorizes them into three types of approaches. Then, it compares these approaches with
conventional climate change studies of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
and gives suggestions for further analyses on climate change abatement policies. The author
argues that not all impacts are considered in the IPCC WG3 studies, and suggests that indirect
social - economic and/or political effect of climate change, such as environmental refugees and
conflict for food and fresh water, should be taken into consideration i integrated assessment of

climate change abatement policies and global environmental researches.
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